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What’'s Cooking

Several trends emerge for the most remodeled room in the house:

* Kitchens today have seen a “growth in size and complexity ... as they become the hub of the home
and increasingly incorporate some features usually found in living rooms, dining rooms, or even
home offices.” Source: EPM Communications

* The top features homeowners want in their kitchen include a walk-in pantry (84%), an island work
area (77%), special-use storage (62%), and a built-in microwave, (62%). Source: National
Association of Home Builders

* Freestanding ranges remain the most popular cooking appliance, but cooktop and wall-oven com-
binations have increased in popularity in new homes. Source: National Kitchen & Bath Association

* In wood finishes, “white is a classic, and cherry is always a winner,” says Tess Giuliani, CKD, of Tess
Giuliani Designs Inc. in Ridgewood. “Multifunctional” appliances that are easy to use are also hot,
she says. In larger kitchens, Giuliani's clients often request two refrigerators (with a freezer combi-

\nation) or a separate refrigerator and freezer. /




